IMMINENT DANGER 


The N ECESSITY of giving immediate 
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With which 


EUROPE is Threatned, 
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Exorbitant Power of the Houſe of 


 BOURBON; 
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and the EMPIRE; 
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were ſo well apprized 


of the Danger of the L 
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f Europe, from the Ac- 
ceſſion of Hhain to the Houſe 
A 2 


ties 0 


( iv * 
of Boar bus that they preſent- 
ed ſeveral Addreſſes to the 


late Queen, intreating her ne- 
ver to make Peace while any 
Part of the Spaniſh Domini- 
ons was in Poſſeſſion of any 
Prince of that Houſe ; and tis 
well known, the Conduct o 
the late Earl of Oxford, in ad- 
viſing the Queen to act in 
Oppoſition to theſe Addreſ: 
ſes, by the Treaty of Utrecht, 


| | Was the Foundation. of the 


Impeachment againſt him in 


471 5 And as Time and Expe 


ricnc 


rience are the moſt invincible 


Arguments that we can have 


Recourſe to in human Affairs; 


ſo we ſee by the preſent ex- 


orbitant Power of Spain and 
the Houſe of Bourbon, how 
well theſe Addreſſes were 
grounded, and how juſt were 


all the Conjectures of thoſe 


Authors who employ'd their 


Pens upon the Death of the 
late King of Spain, in point- 


ing out the inevitable Dan- 


gers to which the Liberties 
by of Enrope mult be expoſed by 


that 


(5). 
that Acceſſion. And, I think; 


I cannot conclude this Pre- 


face with any Thing more 


pertinent, than giving the 
Reader the Sentiments of the 
Author who wrote The Duke | 
of Anjou's Succeſſim, &c. in 


his own Words. 


0 1 All is now at flake, 
and, perhaps, in as great Danger 


as at any Time 2 ce we were 


a Nation. It concerns us to be 
peedy in our Councils, and vi- 
gorous in our Efforts ; Delays 

in 


(vii) 


in 1 this Junthre may provefital 

Me bave an Enemy to deal with 
of a fiery Temper, quick inCoun- 
cil, and ready in Diſpatch ; we 


haveProvocationenoughto Youze 
our Courage, and Cauſe enough 
to be upon our Guard. It is the 
Concern of every Engliſhman 
to engage bis Repreſentatives 
to a more than ordinary Care 
in the approac hing Parliament. 
They are ſent thither to attend 


» || the Affairsof the Nation, which = | 
ever flood in more Need of © k 
wiſe and ſpeedy Reſolves than n 


at 
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ee Mo Marin 
ate a good Under flanding be- || - 
twixt his Majefly and them, 
and direct to ſuch M. eaſures as 


may obviate our EM INENT 
DANGERS. | 


5 


SOME my I 
4 ſonable Refieions 
UPON THE LE 


EMINENT DANGER 


TO WHICH i 

The LIBERTIES of EUROPE ae = 
expoſed, by the exhorbitant Power TH 
of zhe Houſe of BOURBON. 


HE whole World was ama- 
Zed that France, without 


one Ally or Confederate, 
could ſupport the War of 1688. 


not only againſt the Houſe of Auſtria 
4 and 


4 


— 


as well in Flanders, as in Germany, 
Spain, and Italy. This was ſtill more 


(2) 


- and the whole Germanick Body, but 
| | likewiſe againſt the united Forces of 


. Great Britain, Holland, and Savoy; 
and that with Reputation and Glory, 


ſurpriſing, when we conſider, that 
France, not many Tears before, 
Was ſcarcely equal in Power to ſome 
of thoſe Potentates, Who were then 
confederated againſt her; but, as 2 
French Author has obſerved, in his 
Remarks upon the Concluſion of 
that War, France did not know her 


on N before that * 


'D U R I NG the Tranguilliy 


which Europe enjoy d by the Peace 


of 


of 


for 


Cr 
Ku 
oth 


ber 


0 3 ) 


of Ryſwick, France made all her Ef- 
forts to obtain the Succeſſion of the 


Crown of Spain for the preſent 
King ; ; which was the Source of an- 
other War, in which Fortune was 
not ſo favourable to her as in the 
former; for though the French 
made „ Alliances for ſupport- 
ing King Philip on the Throne of 


| Pain, yet ſuch was the diſtreſſed 


and deſolate Condition of thar King- 
dom, which had been declining for 
above a Century, through the Ad- 
miniſtration of three or four weak 
Princes, that the French were 
neceſſitated to ſend Fleets and Ar- 
mies to defend her Dominions, 
which diſabled them from making 
ſo great a Figure as they had done in 

B 2 the 


(4) 


the precedent” War : : But nothing 
affords us a clearer Idea of the pro- 
digious Strength and Riches of 
France, than the Loſſes ſhe ſuſtain- 
8 through the Courſe of the laſt : 


Succeſs is, no doubt, very often the 
Effect of Chance, and conſequently 


does not give us an Opportunity of 
5 diſcovering our own. Abilicies ; but 


ill Fortune oblige us to collect our 
whole Strength, the Knowledge 


whereof is of the FFeateſt Advan- 
To 


tage to us in all Stations. 
imagine that France, could con- 


tinue the laſt War with a viciſſi- 
tude of F ortune, after her Loſ. 
| ſes at Blenheim, Ramillies, and Turin, 


in which above eighty Thouſand 


of her Veterans were ſlaughtered, 
Exceeded 


60 


exceeded the Erpectation of lr 


moſt _—_— Advocates. 


' HAVIN G now taken . Lok 
mary View of the Power of France, 


through the Courſe of the War 
of 1688. and that of 1702. in 
which Spain was a heavy Incum- 


brance upon her, we will now con- 


fider the Conſequences of that 


Which is now broke out between 
the Houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon ; 
for which End, it will be —__ | 


ſary to give ſome Idea of the 


preſent flouriſhing Condition of 


France, as well with regard to Com- 
merce and Wealth, as Alliances, 


SHOULD 
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sHOUILD We farin a Judg- 


ment of the French Power from 
the Increaſe or Extent of their 
Trade and ManufaCtures, we muſt 
allow it to be arrived at a very 
great Height: Lewis the Fourteenth 
was certainly a Prince of conſum- 
mate Wiſdom and Penetration, and, 
no doubt, but he made uſe of all 
Arts and Expedients for encouraging 


the Traffick of his Subjects; yet, 


tis no leſs certain, that his Efforts 


were not capable of carrying it to 


ſo flouriſping a Condition as it is at 


this Time; which muſt either be at- 
tributed to his frequent Quarrel 


with his Neighbours, which dif- 
abled 


„% %% tn edt & 


ba 


07 
abled him from cultivating the Arts 
of Peace, or to ſome happy Oppor- 
tunities which have ſince occurr'd ; 
and which, perhaps, nothing but 
Time alone could produce. 


THE French Commerce to India 
was ſo inconſi derable in the late 
King's Reign, that it ſeemed to be 
carried on with no other View, than 
to make Diſcoveries; and it was en- 
tirely neglected for many Years : 
But it has been ſo much improved 
for ſome Time paſt, that the 
French are now almoſt our Rivals 
in that Branch of Trade; in which 
they employ no leſs than thirty or 5 
forty Ships of great Burden. And 
1 am 


PPP - 


CSP <a dn et ERS 
ene I 7 Bis = "2p gt . * 2 
5 


* 
12 am perſwaded, we are very 
ſenſible of this Alteration, not 


only from che Fall of India Stock, but 
likewiſe from the Reduction of Divi- 
dends, which I am thoroughly per⸗ | 
ſwaded are much more than the 
Company can well allow. It may, 
perhaps, be objected, that this 
Change muſt not be imputed to 
the French Company only, ſince 


ſeveral other Nations, and particu- 


5 larly, the Danes, and Swedes, carry 
on a Trade to the Indies : But who- 
ever conſiders the Number of the 
Ships which thoſe People have ſent 
to that Country, or to China, muſt 
conclude, that the Sum of all their 


Efforts hitherto, has been little more 
than a bare Eſſay, which conſequent- 


* 


T1 (EF 
ly could never affect our Commerce. 
So we may well imagine, the Blow 
comes from 'the French India Com- 


pany W hich imports Goods enough 
from that. Country, to ſupply the | 


greateſt Part of Europe. And 1 
think, there cannot be a more in- 
If conteſtable Proof of this, than the 


| Britanny, to which Merchants reſort 


from all the neighbouring Coun- 
tries. DI 


vigilant and ſacceſsful in their Trade 


engroſs d from us: And there 18 not 


re Wa more convincing Argument of | 


t- „55 the 


great Sales they frequently make in | 


THE French have not been leſs 


to Twrky which they have almoſt 5 
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(10) 
the ſurprizing Improvement which 
they have made in their Woollen 
ManufaCtures, ſince the Revolution, 
than their preſent flouriſhing Trade 
to the Levant, it being chiefly car- 


ried on with Woollen Goods; offi 


which they make ſuch large Quan- 
tities, that they not only ſupply 
the Markets in Turky and Europe, 
but thoſe of America likewiſe; where 
they have for ſome Vears, laboured 
with ſuch Induftry, in cultiva- 
ting their Sugar-Plantations, that 
they now under-lell us every where 
nor can that ever be prevented, with 
out equal F rugality and Oeconom) 
on our Side. 


THE 
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(11) 


THE next Thing that falls un- 
der Conſideration, is the. Number 


and Power of thoſe Princes Who 
are in Alliance with France, of 


whom the King of. Spain claims 
the beſt Rank. 


WE ee before; the wretch- 
ed Condition of that Kingdom up- 
on the Acceſſion of the preſent | 
King; and, indeed, ſhe was ſo far 
from giving any Aſſiſtance to the 
French, that, on the contrary, theſe 


run the Riſque of expoſing their 


own Coun try to the Invaſions of 
the Confederates, while they were 

endeavouring to defend the other: ; 
But 


8 


Fe I 2 5 
But the raft and profound Genius 
of Cardinal Alberoni produced ſuch an 
Alteration in the Affairs of that 


Monarchy, in a few Years, as ſeems 
incredible : When that great Manen- 
| ter'd upon his Adminiſtration, in 
the Year 1714. Spain appeared like 
a Country abandoned or plunder- 
ed; but ſuch was his Vigilance and 
Activity, that in leſs than three 
Years, Spain had a conſiderable Na · 


val Force, formidable Armies, Silk 


and Woollen Manufactures, eftabliſh- 
ed in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom 


Under the beſt Regulations. In a 


1 Word, 


War, were fo much encouraged at 
the lame Time, that the Spaniards 
WO. Were 


all the Arts of Peace and 


Year 1719. 


(08) 


were in a Condition to fold. a con- 
{ derable Squadron of Ships of War 


to the Afliftance of the Venetians, in 
the Year 1716; to invade Sardinia 
with a powerful Army, in 1717 ; 
and Sicily, in 1718; and in the 


the Imperial Forces in that Iſland, 


but brought a conſiderable Army - 
againſt that of France in Navarre ; 
and attempted to invade England 7 3 


the ſame Time. And as the Spanijh 


Miniſters have ſince been continual» 


Plan formed by the Czrdinal, ſo we 


new Trading Companies to the Ca- 
racca's, and the Indies; by their 


great 


9. they not only oppoſed 


ly employ'd in improving the great 


lee the Efſects of it daily, by their 
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Cy 
great Armies, and Navies, which 
alarm all Europe, as well as Africa, 


and are much more formidable than n 


thoſe of Philip the Second; whoſ n 
was the Terror not only of France, 


but of England likewiſe : For the t 
Land Forces of Spain, at this Time R 
conſiſt of no leſs than a hundred thou b 

ſand choice Troops; and their Naval o 
Strength, of fourſcore Ships of Wai 

of different Rates. And I think io 

proper to obſerve i in this Place, cha nc 

as the preſent King of Spain has {ſur 34 

paſſed all his Predeceſlors, excep v. 

Charles the Fifth in Power, ſo hf en 

has in his Care of i improving his N or 

val F. orce in America. 9 

pe 


NEX] 


(T5 ) 


aſh NEXT the King of Spain, we 
anſ muſt place that of Sardinia; Who 
ho mult be looked upon as an Ally 
ce, of the greateſt Importance to 


Regard to his formidable Armies, 


of bis Dominions. 


ci THO” the Elector of Bavaria has 


hal not yet declared for the Houſe of 
ſurf Bourbon; Iam perſwaded, however, it 


boy will be no Paradox, to ſay, he is 
entirely attached to them, not 


ouinity, but what is much more 
powerful, his Pretenſions to the 
Hereditary 


ww 


the two Crowns, not only with 


but his Wealth, and the Situation 


only on the Score of Conſan- 
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Hereditary Countries of the Houſe 


of Auſtria, in Right of his Conſort, % 
| who 18 one of the Daughters of | the 8 
late Emperor Joſeph; for which Rea pA 
fon, he has rejected the Pragma- ſo 


tick Sanction. He is certainly a 
Prince of great Weight, as well 
for the Number and Bravery of his 
Troops, not inferior i in that Reſpect 
to any in Germany, and the Situa- 
tion of his Country, which, lying 
the Heart of the Empire, enables 


ſid 


Ye 
him, to annoy moſt of theGermanict * 
Powers: And it is well known, that 5 
nothing but the great and ſeaſonable Fi 


Aſſiſtance of Great Britain and Hol. y 
. land prevented the Deſigns of the lat if 

Elector upon the Imperial Diadem. 
the 


TCM 


n and Sweden ſeem to 5 
is heartily in the Intereſt of 
France ; and as they are engaged 
to ſupply that Crown with For- 
ces, We may conclude they will 


ſoon eſtabliſh King Staniſlaus OU the 
Throne of Poland; and there is the 


doms will act with the greateſt Zeal 
in the preſent Quarrel, when we con- 
ſider how terrible the Power of 


: Muſcouy has been to both for many 
Years, a well by Sea as Land. And 


cular, {ſhe will be aCtuated by the 


ſtrongeſt Motives, ſince. not on- 


chat of a great Part of Finland 


D and 


more Reaſon to believe thoſe King- 


with Regard to Sweden in parti- 


ly the Reſtitution of Livonia, but 
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| prove all Opportunities of recover 


(18) 
and, perhaps, the eſtabliſhing the n 
Houſe of Heſſe-Caſſel on the Swediſh f 
Throne, will depend upon the Suc- 2 
ceſs of the War againſt Muſcovy; and 9 
there ! is not the leaſt Room to doubt, at 
but the Turks will come into any Mea- R 
{ures for checking the Power of that I as 
Empire, for which they have ſeve- th 
ral juſtifiable Pretences; particularly, w 
the late Battle between the Troops th 
of Muſcovy and the Tartars, and the th 

Infraction of the Treaty of the 
Pruth, whereby the Maſcovites were 


engaged not to intermeddle in the 
Affairs of Poland. Nor is it le ß 
probable, but the Perf fans will im. 


ing the rich and Houriſhing Domi 
nion 


, 


N 9 N r 
Fern 6 N STIs * 


i ( 19 ) | 


nions Which. the Muſcovites wreſted 


from them ſome Years ago, without 
any other Motive, but that which 
generally regulates the Deſigns of 


ambitious Princes. So that we have 


Reaſon to think, the Turks as well 
as the Perfians, will ſoon turn 


their Arms againſt the Muſcovites, 


which will oblige them to draw off 
their Forces from Poland to defend 
their own Dominions, and conſe- 


quently leave King Staniſlaus in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of that Crown; who will 
prove a faithful Ally to France, and E! 
dangerous Enemy to the Houſe of 4u- 
ftria : Nor would it be ſurpril ing to 


ſee Pruſſia engaged in the ſame 
Quarrel 
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Quarrel in Farour of King Sta- 


niflaus. 


HAVING now given a Survey 
of thoſe Potentates who are united 
by Alliances and Intereft to act vi- 


gorouſly in the Cauſe of the Houſe 
of Bourbon, we will now proceed to 


examine whether they will not be 
powerful enough to ſtrip the Em- 
peror of all his Tralian Dominions, 


and even invade thoſe in Germany ; 


and conſequently, whether that will 


not deftroy the Ballance of Power 


for which Europe has been ſo long 
contending, ard pave the Way to 


univerſal Monarchy ; which nothing 
has or can prevent, but the imme- 
diate 


(21) 


diate Aſſiſtance IX Great Britain and 


Holland. 


THAT the united Forces of 


France, Spain, and Sardinia, are 
powerful enough to drive the Im- 
perialiſts out of Italy, will admit 


of no Argumentation; ſince it was 
very evident, that the Power of 
Spain alone could have efſected it 
in the laft Quarrel between that 


Crown and the Emperor, had not 


the Fleet of Great Britain inter- 
poſed : And as the Inhabitants of 
theſe Countries are thoroughly af- 
fected ro the Spaniards, the Con- 
queſt will meet with the leſs Dif- 


beulty. 


LET 
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(22) 


LET us now caſt our Eyes to- 
wards the Rhine, where we ſee the 
French Army is numerous enough 
to attack one of the Barriers of the 
Empire ; and ſhould they, upon 
the taking of it, march into Ba- 
varia, and ſhould the Elector join 
them with the powerful Army he 
has now on foot, and obtain the 
Dignity of King of the Romans, un- 
der the Guaranty of France, then 
there will be a period to the Liber 
ties of Europe. 


NOTHING can be more a- 
mazing, than to obſerve thoſe States 
and Potentates, who were ſo juſtly 
alarmed 


(93) 
alarmed with Apprehenſions of the 
exhorbitant Power of France for 
above ſixty Years, and particularly 


upon the Acceſſion of King Philip 
to the Crown of Spain; to obſerve, 

I ſay, the ſame Powers, as SpeCta- 
tors of the preſent dangerous Situ. 
ation of the Houſe of Auſtria and 

the Empire; and this e 


Time when that of Bourbon 1s 
infinitely more formidable, than it 
has been in any Period of Time 
pointed out to us in Hiſtory, as 
well with reſpe&t to Armies and 
Naval Forces, as Commerce, Manu— 
factures, and Alliances. But this is 


not more extraordinary, than to 


: ſee ſome of the ſame Powers boait- - 
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(24) 


ing of having contributed towards 
eſtabliſhing a Branch of the Houſe 
of Bourbon in Traly; which, I am 
perſuaded, gave the firft Occaſion 
of forming the Defign which is now 
on foot, of wreſting the Italian Do- 
minions from the Houſe of Auſtria. 
Can theſe Princes or States, who are 
now inclinable to a Neutrality in 
the preſent Quarrel, imagine that 
the Houſe of Bourbon has abandon- 
ed her favourite Scheme of univer- 
fal Monarchy, which was firſt de- 
| lineated by Henry the Fourth, after- 


wards improved under the Admini- 


ſtration of Richlieu and Maxzarine, 


and almoſt brought to its Meridian by 


; Lewis the F ouricenth, No, France 
. 4 had : 


had 


Me: 
[All 
put 
oul 
are 
Fo 
to 


Cons” 
had it ſtill at Heart, though the 


Neceſlity of Affairs, and the two laſt 
grand Alliances, obliged her to ſuf. 


the favourable Juncture i is come for 
improving that fatal Scheme, for 
which France has been making vaſt 


Preparations for ſeveral Years, un- 


der the Umbrage of a deceitful 
Calm, and a pacifick Diſpoſition ; 


for during that Interval ſhe found 


Means of filling her Coffers, making 


Alliances, promoting Trade, and 
putting her Militia under ſuch Re- 


gulations and Diſcipline, that they 


re now almoſt equal to regular 


Forces; which will enable the French 
to ſend much more numerous Ar- 


pend it for ſome Time: But now 


* E mies 
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— 
mies into the Field, than in any 
former War. And indeed they have 
already exhibited a Specimen of their 
lordly and deſpotick Deſigns, by ſei. 
zing the Dominions of the Duke of 
Lorraiu, an abſolute and indepen: 

dant Prince, and that in a Time © 
profound Peace; and upon no other 
Pretence, but that it was for the Con 

venieney of Frauce And I am per 
ſuaded, the very ſame Motive would 
| induce. them to ſeize all the Domi: 
nions in Europe, could it be effected 
with the ſame ran. 


THE ObjeGions againſt, our 
entering into a new Alliance againſt . 
the formidable Power of the Houſe en 


ol 


(27) 
pre Bourbon, and their Allies, 82 be 
duced to theſe : 


at he muſt bear his 635 Burden. 


1d f Auſtria is powerful enough to 


poſe chat of Bourbon, confidering 
tou. great Acquiſition of the for- 


erlants. 


dur 
nfl 


ule 


FIR 87. That the Emperor's in- 
ermeddling in the Poliſh Election, 
we Occaſion to the preſent Inva- 
u of Germany; and conſequently 


SECONDLY, That the Houſe 


er in Italy, Hungary, and wg Ne. 


THIR DLT, That France has 
ren effectual Aſſurances that ſhe 
of Wi "th 


658) 

has no ambitious Deſigns, nor any 
other, but that of eſtabliſhing 
King Staniſlaus on the TRI ot 


Poland. 


* 


FOURTHLY, That a Quart 
with France will be dangerous, wit 
regard to the Pretender. 

As to the firſt Objection, 
muſt be obſerved, That the Empen 
ated no other Part in the EleQi 
of Poland, than is juſtifiable by t! 
ſeveral Treaties ſ ubſiſting bet wen 
the Houſe of Auſtria and that Kin 
dom; and as their Intereſt ſhoul 
ever be united, being the on 
Chriſtian Powers that muſt be t 
Bulwatl 


ing 


FS, 


Bulwarks of Chriſteudom againſt tr 


Turks, *tis not ſurpriſing that his 
Imperial Majefty would endeavour 


to prevent King Staniſlaus's Election, 
who was ſo far engaged in the Mea- 


ſures of theſe Infidels, as to encou- 


rage their invading, not only the 


Imperial Dominions, but even his 
Native Country. How fit then he 
is to polleſs the Throne of Po- 


land, of which the whole Kingdom 


declared him incapable in the moſt 


ſolemn Manner, let the Chriſtian 


World Judge, 


1 HE Kd Objection carries, 
no doubt, an Air of Truth and Pro- 


5 bability; : and tis very certain, That 


the Emperor is poſſeſſed of many 
large 


(5) 
large Dominions; and were they a8 
contiguous to one another, as are 
thoſe of France, he would be 4 very 
powerful Prince; but being diſperſed 
at great Diſtances, it will be impoſſt⸗ 
ble for him to britig an Army of 
Forty Thouſand Men into the Field 
in any Country, without expoling 
the reft. "Whereas France has been 
able in 4 few Weeks, to aſſemble 
Eighty Thoufand Men i m Germany: 
and to ſend Forty Thouſand, at the 
ſame Titne into Italy. But we need 15 
90 no further back than the Year 
1713. to diſcover the Strength of 
the Houle of Auſtria,” when oppoſed 
to that of the Houſe of Bourbon; 
for though the former was aſſiſted 
"he 75 4 by. 


(39) ) 
by thoſe Princes and States of the 
Empire, who are now | diſpoſed to 
embrace a Neutrality, yet all their 
united Strength was not ſufficient 
to prevent the F rench from taking 85 
Landau, and even Fribyrgh, the Y 


| Key of Germany; and that in Sight 
of their Army, commanded | by the 
Great Eugene; and this upon the 
Concluſion of a War, in which 
France had received ſuch Blows as 
would have ruined any other King- 
dom; and at a Time, when the 
Turks had given no Diverſion to the 
Imperial Arms on the Side of Hun- 
gary.” But there are the moſt vio- 5 
legt Reaſons to conclude they will 
now attempt the recovering Temeſ- 


ware 
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” plaints, which are not a little heigh- | 


(39), 
ware and Belgrade, the Loſs where- 
of affords the Infidels a perpetual 


Source of Uneaſineſs and Com- 


ten'd by the Remembrance of a 
Prophecy, held in great Veneration 
amongft them, That the Turkiſh Em- 
pire ſhall never flouriſh without the 
Poſſeſſion of the latter of thoſe Places. 
And though a Notion of that kind 
may ſeem ridiculous to ſome, yet 


it is impoſſible to imagine the great al 
Influence it may have on the Actions mM 
of the Populace, eſpecially i in a oF 
Country where Superſtition is in its oY 
Meridian, and where it is linked Wo 
with the real Intereſt of the People : Wu 
For, no doubr, the Conqueſt of 12 


| Belgrade 


0859 


Belgrade would be of the greateſt 
Importance to the Inſidels, ſince 
it would ſecure them againſt the 


Germans, to whom it gives a fair 


Opportunity of invading the Turkiſh 
Dominions at Pleaſure. 


A 8 to the Aſſurances and Pro- 


natural, and, I may ſay, common. 
All thoſe | ambitious Princes and 
States, who aſpired to univerſal 


made ſuch Devaſtations in the 
World, had Recourſe to the ſame 
Artifices, to the ſame ſoft and en- 


chanting Language which we diſco- 
| F Vier 


f 
A 


miſes of France to the Princes and 
States of the Empire, they are very 


E Monarchy or Power, and who 


oo Hs n Jaz r r 


- %$- ge 95 > — 1 — — — 
- r > : Þ 
= — — —ͤ— — 57 5 ow —— 9 . 3 
” _ 


l - b _ 
2 r „ ned = 


— 
" it 


Rs es ee ae ae ee Eee ES 
o 
' 


— — 


— — — —— = 


(34) 


ver in his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's 
8 Nori ves and Declaration. At the 
35 very Time that Philip of Macedon 
had -onſetfed: the Conqueſt of the 


Grecian Commonwealths, there waz 


nothing to be heard from himſelf 
or his Miniſters, but the Preſerva 
tion and Liberties of Greece; nay, 
he carried the Jelt ſo far, as to in 
fi Inuate, it would be for her Ad; 


vantage, to make choice of him for 
a Protector againſt the Perfians, whi 


were then as formidable to Greect, 
as the French have been to Europe 


5 for many Years. The Romans prac 


tiſed pretty near the {ame Wiles 


When they had formed a Deſign d 


enllaving any Nation, their firſt Ste; 
wa 


USL 


was an Abe with them, or to 


offer themſelves as Arbitrators upon 
any Difference that might ariſe 
between them and their Neighbours. 
And, indeed, theſe were the Con- 


trirances that gave them an Oppor- 
tunity of reducing the greateſt Prin- 
ces and Cominonwealths of Eu- 
rope, Aſa, and Africa to their Obe- 


they united themſelves in Time a- 
gainſt thoſe Robbers, there is no 
doubt but they would have been 
able to have ſtemmed the Tor- 


rent of Slavery which afterwards 


overwhelmed the beſt Part of the 
then known World, and preſerved 
the common Liberty from the Ro- 
„5 man 


dience, one after another: But had 
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had the ill Fortune to be vanquiſh- 
ed by them. Nor can any Thing 
be more ſhocking, than to ſee a 
King of Macedon, a free and inde- 
pendant Monarch, dragging behind 
the triumphal Chariot of a Romas 


have been prevented, had the Rho 
dians, and other neighbouring Powers 


3 


they looking on a Neutrality a 
| the 


man Yoke, under which many So- 
vereign Princes and States were 
groaning for ſeveral Ages. And ſure- 
lvy nothing can give us a more dread- 

ful Idea of univerſal Power, than 


when we reflect upon the Inſolence 
of the Romans towards Princes who 


General. His Calamities might 


afforded him timely Aſſiſtance: But 


| the fafeſt Expedient, faw that un- 


re fortunate Prince carried away into 


e- Slavery ; in which they ſoon fol- 
low'd him; though the Romans, no 
doubt, gave them ſtrong Aſſuran- 


them and Perſeus. And I own 


the ſame Complexion with thoſe 
und of Philip of Macedon, the Romans, 


Schemes for . their _ 
bours. 


ces of their inviolable Friendſhip 
while the Quarrel ſubſiſted between 


frankly, that his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty' s Aſſurances ſeem to be of 


| Lewis the F ourteenth, and all other | 


Powers, who have ever formed 


THE 
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THE Danger * an 3 


from France in Favour of the Pre- 
tender, in caſe we ſhould enter in. 
to the Meaſures of his Imperial 
Majeſty and the Empire, is a very | 
popular Objection, and challenges 


the greateſt Attention. But I will 


undertake to prove, that the Re- 
ſtoration of that unhappy Prince, 


or his Father, was, and is incon- 


ſiſtent 1 with | the Intereſt- of 


France; and conſequently that 


the never formed any ſuch 
Deſi ign, without parting from 
her Maxims and Intereſt. 


1 au will apprized, chat to 


remove general Prejudices or No- 


tions, is a Task of great Diff. 
culty, eſpecially | when they fall 


- 0 wh ſeeming Advantages. 


And I am perſwaded there are 


{ome weak and deluded People 


who will not be undeceived with 


5 Regard to their Opinion of the 


Sincerity of France towards the 
late King James and his Son. But 
it is not to them I am addreſſing 


myſelf : 'Tis to People of Penetra- 
tion and Intelligence, and ſuch as 


are acquainted with the Intereſts of 


| Princes, and have ſome Knowledge 
of the Politicks of France. 


'TIS 


(49) 


"TIS a received Maxim with 


all Princes and States; to cheriſh 


Diviſions and Diſcontents amongſt 


their Neighbours, though they ge- 


nerally diſclaim ſuch Practices. But 


tis certain, that this is the Source 
from whence they take all 
their Meaſures and Deſigns. 


2 People in the World have ſo well 
improved that Leſſon as the French, 


1 which we have a fatal Example 


in the Convulſions of 1 641; which 
were generally allowed to have been 
fomented by Nichlieu. No Juncture 
is fo favourable to ſuch Views, 5 


as when there are Competitors 


for our Crown, ſince that muſt 
certainly : 


ry W ]— i - 3... @ 
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E 


R 
certainly divide us into Parties; the 
one favouring the Prince upon the 


Throne, the other the Prince Who 
would exchange Place with him. 


This, 1 fay, will naturally produce 
A Contraft i in all Counſels and Deli- 5 
berations, and has often proved of 
pernicious Conſequences to the Pub- 


lick Good. We have too many Ex- 


amples of this Kind ; and ſince no- | 
thing can be more agreeable to the 
Deſigns of France than our Divi- 


ſions, can any one believe ſhe would 
take any Steps that might heal them? 2 
We, who have for ſome Ages ſtood | 
in her Way to Grandeur! and We, | 
who have intercepted her Career to 
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Wars! No one ſurely can conceive 


(42) 


Efforts we made in the two laſt 


any Thing ſo monſtrous and extra- 
vagant! Haye we not ſeen all theſe 


Things exemplified in our own Ge- 


neration? Did not Lewis the F our- 


teenth give King Fames and his Son 


repeated Promiſes that he would re- 
ſtore them? Did not that animate 
their Friends in Great Britain, and 


often puſh ſome of them into the 


moſt dangerous Meaſures ? Was it 


not to the Influence of thoſe Pro- 


rails that our Diviſions muſt be at- 


tributed in King Williaw 8 Reign, and 
in that of his Succeſſor ? ? Nay, 
5 ſome 


n 


(43) 


ſome were even ſo far infatuated, as 
to conceive great Hopes even from 
the Regent s Inclinations; 3 and that, 
at the ſame Time, he Was engaged 


by the ſtrongeſt Ties of Intereſt to 


ſecure the Hanover Succeſſion, But 
there i is no Room to doubt, the Re- 
gent was artful enough to inſinuate 


ſomething of that Caſt, in order 
to promote {ome Political Views, 


Sw E, indeed, will object the 


Affair of La Hogue, where the French 
| boſt a great Fleet, in attempting, as 


they imagine, the Reſtauration of 
the late King Fames ; but whatever 


Appearance there might be of Lewis 


£0. the 


NA 


the Founncentl/ 8 Sincerity in jy En- 


terprize, tis certain he never had 


any other real Deſi ign in it, than to de- 


ſtroy the Engliſh Squadron, by Means 
of the Intelligence which had been 


carried on with ſome of our Admi- 
rals or Commanders, who the French 
imagined had ſtill preſerved N their 
F idelity for their old Maſter, And 


1 think there cannot be a more un- 


deniable Proof of this, than their 


hghting upon ſuch unequal Terms; 
for the French F leet conſiſted of for- 


ty Sail only, though they were well 


apprized that ours, with the Dutch 


Squadron, conſiſted of eighty Capi- 


tal Ships ; ; ſo that it is the general 
Wh my Opinion 


C7) 
Opinion of the moſt intellig "A 
People of both Kingdoms, Has hos - 
the French ſucceeded in that Enter- 


prize, they would not have reſtored 
King James, for this invincible Rea- 
ſon, That it was nor for the Intereſt of 
France, to which all Promiſes, Trea- 


ties, Ties of Blood, and even the 


ſtrongeſt Obligations of Religions muſt 
give way: 


BUT to remove any Scruples or 
Doubts on this Topick, let us reflect 


upon the Conduct of the French in 


the Year 1 690. when they were fo 


formidable at Sea, that England and 
Holland . proper. to lay up 


their 


9 
their Squadrons after the Sea Fight 
at Batry-Bay and  Beachy-Head ; - io 


| that the French lorded it upon our 


Coaſts, as as their Army did in Flan- 
ders after the Battle of Fleury, 
which obliged the Confederates to 
quit the Field, and throw their In- 
fantry into the fortified Places; 
which certainly might have afforded 
the French a fair Opportunity of 
ſending any Part of that Army, 


which conſiſted of no leſs than eigh- 


ty thouſand Men, into England ; and 
that without Oppoſition, the Groſs 
of our Troops being then in Ireland, 
and the People at Home very un. 


ly upon the proſped of a long 
and 


tl 


(mn) 


and expenſive War, in which they 
found themſelves engaged, (contrary 


to their Expedation, ) tor ſupport- 


ing the Revolution; of which ſome 
began to be weary, though they had 
been very zealous for it in its In- 


fancy. 


SHOULD any remain ſtill in- 
credulous, with regard to the Inſin- 


cerity of France towards King James, 


tle upon her Conduct at the Treaty 
of Ryſwick, when the was almoſt i in 


1 would intreat them to reflect a lit- 


a Condition to give Laws to the 
Confederates, having reduced the 


Duke of Savoy, taken Barcelona, the 
Ke y 


8 


(8) 


Fog of Spain on the Side of France, 
and ſo fireightened the Army of the 


- Allies in Flanders, that it was the 
general Opinion they would not re- 


treat without fighting upon the moſt 
unequal Terms: But the French were 
ſo far from improving that happy Si- 


8 tuation of their Affairs towards King 


Jamess Re-eſtabliſhment, that the 
Treaty was concluded without one 
| Stipulation 1 in his F. avour. EDA 


SINCE it is 8 then, that 
France never form'd any real Deſign 


of reſtoring that Prince, though tis 


notorious that he ſacrificed his Crown 
for his Attachment to 13 Intereſſ, 
can his Son expect any better Terms? 
| r 

'Tis 


(49) 


"Tis true, France has loaded him 


fy'd the Attempt made in 1708: 
But in Reality, the whole Scope of 


the Caſtle of Edinburgh, which was 


ſurrection, to which they were incli- 


nable enough on the Score of the 


Union; and which would certainly 
have obliged the Queen to draw off 
a great Body of the Army in Flan- 


Deſign miſcarried, and that the Fleet 


with Promiſes, and has often magni- 5 


that Deſign, was not only to ſeize 
the Equivalent Money, then lodged i in 


then in a defenceleſs Condition, but 
likewiſe to ſtir up the Scots to an In- 


ders. But it was a great Happineſs 
for the People, who might be delu- 
ded with F. rench Promiſes, that the 


had no Opportunity of landing the 
11 
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3 
Forces on Board: For had that been 
N the Caſe, no ſooner would the French 
have ſeen that unhappy Nation deep- 

ly embarked in the Quarrel, and all 
Parts of the Kingdom i in Flames, but | | 
they would immediately withdraw lf 

their Forces, and leave the deluded f 
People in the Lurch, as they did the fl t 
\ Inhabitants of Meſſina in the War of f 
1672 ; and the unhappy Iriſh in N 
the Year 1690. Mr. Lockhart, in- tl 
deed, tells us, in his Memoirs, that . 
the French did not intend to land I as 


their Troops: But let that be as it Nee 
wall, 'tis very certain, they had no he 
Intentions of reſtoring the Pr etender thi 
by that Attempt. ter 
THE high Opinion which the the 

det 


unfortunate People who took Arms 
| for 


(5) 
for him in England and Scotland, in 
che Year 1715. had conceived of 


1 of all their Misfortunes: But they were 


ſoon undece ived, when they under- 
| flood, that the French were ſo far 
from ſending them any Succours, 
that they had even ſtopped the Vel- 


Money and Ammunition; and that 


it gence with the Pretender jor his Ad- 
no herents. And accordingly we ſaw 
der IM the French very uniform and conſiſ- 


tent through their Whole Conduct: in 


the that Affair: F or, upon the Preten- 


3 Miſcarriage 


c French Aſſiſtance, Was che only Spring 


ſels that were intended to carry them 
the levereſt Penalties were denoun- 


ced againſt ſuch Subjects of France 
as ſhould aſfiſt, or hold any Intelli- 


ders Return to France, after the 
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1 of reſtoring a Man they had deſert 


8 
Miſcarriage of his Deſign in Scotland, 
the French Politicks would not afford 
him even Time to refreſh himſelf 
from the Fatigue of a dangerous 
Voyage, and a long Journey: He 
muſt immediately be hurried away 
out of the French Territories! But 
that was not ſufficient ; for the ſame 
Politicks chaſed him from Avignon 
over the Alps, notwithſtanding the 
Danger of the Roads, and the Incle- 
mency of the Weather. S0 that 
Iam perſwaded there is not' a Man 
living, but muſt be convinced, that 


France never had any real Intentions 


ed at a Juncture, when nothing 
was more praCticable than to effect 
it; anda Man they had treated 

: with 


39>) 


with ſuch unparallel'd Severity: And 

that ſince tis the Intereſt of that King- 
dom to foment and encourage our 
Diviſions, by cheriſhing a Competi- 
tion for our Crown, and managing 


the Prince in Poſſeſſion, as well as 


him who is labouring for it, as Op- 
portunities offer; ſometimes threa- 
tening the former with the latter . 
at other Times, cajoling this; the 


baniſhing him, upon the proſpect of 


ſome new Advantage. I lay, while 


the Caſe is ſuch, as it ever will be, 
with regard to France, tis ridiculous 
to imagine that Crown will reſtore 
the Pretender. We know very well | 
the Ule F. rance made of King Charles 


the Second and his Brothers ; and 
that ſhe enter'd into rhe ſtrongeſt 


En- 


A 
Engagements with Cromwell, who 
was the moſt accompliſh'd Profli- 
gate upon Earth, for the Excluſion 
of the Royal Family, though they 
were the Children of a Daughter of 
France then living. But that Step 
obtained her ſuch Advantages from 
the Traitor, as ſhe could not have 
expected by any other Incident or 
Opportunity whatever. And I may 
affirm, we may derive the exorbi- 
tant Power to which France is now 
arrived, from thoſe Advantages only. 


'TIS not improbable, but the 
French may, in cale of a Rupture, in- 
vite the Pretender to the old Station 
at g. Germains, make him a thouſand 
promiſes as the has done to ſeveral 


other | 


6 


other unhappy Princes, r 
been obliged to ſeek for Shelter with 


them, and whom they played off 
upon Emergencies : But ſbould he 


give any Ear to their Solicitations, 
he muſt be the weakeſt of Mankind; 
ſince he has the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to 
believe, the whole World centers in 


ſending him over the Alps once more, 
whenever the Intereſt of France re · 
quired i it. 


TO conclude : Should ſuch vain 


and groundleſe Apprehenſions frighten 


us into a Neutrality, while the Houſe 
of Bourbon 1 is eſtabliſhing a new King- 
dom in Lombardy, while the E mpire 
and the Hereditary Dominions of 

the 
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* the Houſe of 2 are invaded SP) | 
; ravaged: A Houle, . which for above 
a Century, has not only been the Bul- 
wark of the Chriſtian World againſt 
the Power and Deſi ns of the Infi- 
| dels, but has likewiſe, for many 
1 Vears, made her greateſt Efforts, in 
—— Conjunction With Great Britain and 
Holland, to reduce the exorbitant 


Power of F. rance. —— Then we may Pl 
ſay of the French, as the Jews did of | 
the Romans, They will come, and tale | 
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our Place and Nation. For our Neutra- | 
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lity and pacifick Conduct will intitle 1 
us to no other Favour, but what was 


1 granted to Ulyſſes and his Companions, 
. of being the laſt who will be devour * 
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